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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 3-11, and 13-14 are pending in this application and presented for 
examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's argument, see page 8, filed 5/5/09, with respect to the 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph rejections of claims 1-2 and 10-11, has been fully considered and is 
persuasive. The 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejections of claims 1-2 and 10-11 have been 
withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's argument, see page 10, filed 5/5/09, with respect to the 35 U.S.C. 102 
rejection of claim 5, has been fully considered, but it is not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the decision is not based upon a distribution history. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees and points the Applicant to Col. 9, In. 25-29 of Sugano, 
which states: "the originator of the user information (or providing user) may refers to the 
transmission history and can confirm, in full, activity of other user who have received user 
information related to the originating user"; and 
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Col. 18, In. 10-14 of Sugano, which states: "When changes are made in user 
information. . . an update notification is transmitted to each of the user terminals. . . 
corresponding to receiving users who previously received a corresponding transmitted UIO." 

4. Applicant's remaining arguments have been considered, but are directed to the 
amended subject matter. Applicant generally argues the amended subject matter is not 
disclosed by Sugano. The Examiner respectfully disagrees and points Applicant to the 
rejection below which provides citations of Sugano for the amended subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1, 3-11, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Sugano 
et al. (Sugano), U.S. Patent No. 6,205,478 Bl. 
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7. As to claim 1, Sugano discloses a client administration method of administering a 
group of clients (Abstract, In. 1-3), each client providing presence information (Col. 7, In. 47- 
49), the method comprising: 

accepting a setting of presence information of the clients including a first client, and 
storing the presence information on a client by client basis (Col. 7, In. 40-43 and 47-49; Col. 
19, In. 2-6); 

storing a watcher list for each of clients in the clients group (Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 
27, In. 55-66; Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36), the watcher list correlating at least one identifier 
of a watcher client with an identifier of a client owning the watcher list (Col. 16, In. 28-30; 
Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 27, In. 55-66; Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36), each watcher client being 
provided with the presence information of a client owning the watcher list (Col. 18, In. 65 - 
Col. 19, In. 2; Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 27, In. 55-66; Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36); 

accepting a change of an identifier of the first client (Fig. 2, item 7; Col. 19, In. 12-25); 

deciding at least one of watcher clients of the first client to be one or more identifier 
notification recipients according to the change of the identifier of the first client (Fig. 2, item 
7; Col. 19, In. 12-25; Col. 23, In. 36-43); 

replacing, in a watcher list of the first client, an old identifier of the first client with a 
new identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with an at least one identifier 
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of the decided notification recipients (Col. 22, In. 19-22; Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 27, In. 55-66; 
Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36), and 

transmitting a new identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification 
recipients identified in said deciding (Col. 22, In. 6-18; Col. 23, In. 36-43). 

8. As to claim 3, Sugano discloses storing identifiers of subscriber clients so that each 
subscriber client is associated with at least one client that provides the presence information 
thereto, the subscriber client being provided with the presence information of at least one 
client of the clients group (Col. 7, In. 47-49; Col. 16, In. 28-30; Col. 18, In. 65-67; Col. 19, In. 
1-2; Col. 27, In. 55-66); and 

deciding a client to be an identifier notification recipient, the client being both a 
watcher client of the first client and a subscriber client of the first client (Col. 23, In. 36-43). 

9. As to claim 4, Sugano discloses notifying the first client's watcher client of new 
presence information according to the setting of the presence information (Col. 7, In. 47-49; 
Col. 26, In. 12-41); 

storing a notification history of the presence information (Col. 9, In. 25-29; Col. 22, 
In. 65-67; Col. 23, In. 1-3); and 
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said deciding including extracting at least one of a plurality of watcher clients of the 
first client based on the notification history, and deciding to be one or more identifier 
notification recipients (Col. 18, In. 10-14; Col. 19, In. 12-25; an update notification is 
transmitted to each of the user terminals corresponding to receiving users who previously 
received a corresponding transmitted UIO; transmitting based on previous recipients is a 
decision step based on notification history). 

10. As to claim 5, Sugano discloses administering distribution of text messages exchanged 
between the clients (Fig. 3; Col. 21, In. 39-48); 

storing a distribution history of distributed text messages (Fig. 3; Fig. 4; Col. 9, In. 25- 
29; Col. 18, In. 10-14; Col. 22, In. 65-67; Col. 23, In. 1-3); and 

said deciding including extracting at least one of a plurality of watcher clients of the 
first client based on the distribution history, and deciding to be one or more identifier 
notification recipients (Col. 18, In. 10-14; transmitting based on previous recipients is a 
decision step based on distribution history). 



11. As to claim 6, Sugano discloses said storing of the presence information of the clients 
includes associating the presence information with an access level, the access level limiting 
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notification recipients of the presence information of the clients (Col. 19, In. 63-67; Col. 20, 
In. 1-15); 

the access level of each watcher client (Col. 19, In. 63-67; Col. 20, In. 1-5) is stored; 

and 

a portion of a plurality of watcher clients of the first client is determined to be the 
identifier notification recipients based on the access level of each watcher client (Col. 20, In. 
30-61; Level 5 users are not issued a UIO and no items are accessible). 

12. As to claim 7, Sugano discloses transmitting display data for displaying the change of 
the identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification recipients (Col. 25, In. 
19-36). 

13. As to claim 8, Sugano discloses transmitting attribute information related to the 
change of the identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification recipients 
(Fig. 3; Col. 22, In. 6-18). 



14. As to claim 9, Sugano discloses accepting registration of the attribute information 
(Col. 22, In. 19-22). 
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15. As to claims 10-11 and 13-14, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 1 
above. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Couts et al. (Couts), U.S. Publication No. 2003/0120732 Al outlines that buddy 
lists in the instant messaging art were known to be able to include detailed presence 
information. In fact, Couts was filed on 12/20/01 and lists the buddy lists and related 
presence in the "BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION" section, which outlines the prior 
art at the time of the invention. 

Couts discloses storing a watcher list for each of clients in the clients group ([0020]), 
the watcher list correlating at least one identifier of a watcher client with an identifier of a 
client owning the watcher list ([0002]; [0042]), each watcher client being provided with the 
presence information of a client owning the watcher list ([0002]; [0042]); and 

replacing, in a watcher list of the first client, an old identifier of the first client with a 
new identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with an at least one identifier 
of the decided notification recipients ([0002]; [0043]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize Couts in the aforementioned manner in order to provide varied presence 
information to instant messaging contacts depending on the context ([0043]). 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN P. WHIPPLE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1244. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (9:30 AM to 6:00 PM EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, caU 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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Brian P. Whipple 
/B. P. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2452 
6/1/09 

/Dohm Chankong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2452 



